


Welcome to Market Facts 2010, the 13th edition of the annual publication designed to provide a wide array of 

local economic development information for northern Illinois counties.  The Center for Governmental Studies is 

proud to present these data for civic leaders, policy makers, community leaders, business people, researchers, 

libraries and the media for the 22 counties across Northern Illinois.  We provide these data to help both public 

and private decision makers have easy access to a wide range of social and economic data sets that 

describe the many patterns of development at work in our region. 

There are tables and charts to describe the demographic and economic characteristics of our counties, from 

Cook County, second largest population in the nation, on the shores of Lake Michigan, to Whiteside County, in 

the extreme northwest corner of Illinois on the Mississippi River with barely 20,000 in population. The area is 

varied in its terrain, its people, and its business activities, and we try to provide the background information 

people need to grow and develop or redevelop their communities. 

Please contact CGS with any questions or comments you might have. 

Center for Governmental Studies 

NIU 

815-753-1907 
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Figure 2  Regional Age Distribution 2010 Chicago Metro Area

Illinois

N Illinois

Source:  Woods & Poole 2010; US Census, 2000 



The Region’s Workforce 

Figure 3    Estimated Regional Distribution of Employment by Industry 
   

       
       

 

Chicago 
Metro 
2000 

Northern 
Illinois 
2000 

Illinois 
2000 

Chicago 
Metro 
2010 

Northern 
Illinois 
2010 

Illinois 
2010 

Farm 0.1% 0.5% 1.4% 0.1% 0.4% 1.2% 

Forestry, Fishing, Related Activities and Other 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 

Mining 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 

Utilities 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.2 0.3 0.3 

Construction 5.0 5.0 5.1 5.2 5.2 5.2 

Manufacturing 11.3 12.0 11.9 8.0 8.6 8.8 

Wholesale Trade 5.2 5.1 4.6 4.8 4.7 4.4 

Retail Trade 9.7 10.0 10.4 8.9 9.1 9.5 

Transportation and Warehousing 4.3 4.1 3.9 4.0 4.0 4.0 

Information 2.5 2.3 2.3 2.0 1.9 1.8 

Finance and Insurance 6.8 6.6 6.2 6.1 5.9 5.5 

Real Estate and Rental and Lease 3.4 3.3 3.0 3.9 3.7 3.4 

Professional and Technical Services 8.6 8.0 7.0 8.8 8.2 7.3 

Management of Companies and Enterprises 1.4 1.3 1.1 1.5 1.5 1.3 

Administrative and Waste Services 7.0 6.8 6.1 7.7 7.5 6.7 

Educational Services 2.2 2.0 1.8 3.2 3.0 2.6 

Health Care and Social Assistance 9.1 9.1 9.6 10.7 10.7 11.1 

Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 1.9 1.8 1.8 2.1 2.0 1.9 

Accommodation and Food Services 5.5 5.5 5.8 6.2 6.2 6.3 

Other Services, except Public Administration 5.0 5.1 5.2 5.9 5.9 6.0 

Government 10.7 10.9 12.1 10.7 11.0 12.3 

   

  

   Total Employment 5,013,019 5,624,604 7,416,296 5,089,252 5,699,333 7,461,412 
Source:  Woods & Poole, 2010 

Northern Illinois includes Chicago Metro 

Estimates may not reflect actual unemployment levels.       



 

The major increases in the workforce appear in the bottom half of the table – the services sector.  The primary 

and secondary sectors are decreasing in importance at the number of workers they hire.  Government, health 

care, educational services and administrative and waste services have all increased between 2000 and 2010.  This 

is what we expect in a service economy.  Manufacturing, a traditional mainstay of the Illinois economy has 

declined from nearly one-quarter of the workforce in the latter half of the 20th century to only 8 or 9 percent 

now.   We need a well-educated workforce with demonstrable basic and advanced skills to compete well in the 

21st century.  Most jobs in education and health care require at least a college degree, and statistics show that 

these well-educated people are there in abundance in the 6 county Chicago Metro region. 

 

 

Figure 4 Highest Educational Attainment  
(Percent of People 25 & Over) 

   
          

 
1990 2000 2010 

 
H.S. Some College H.S. Some College H.S. Some College 

 
Only College 4+ Yrs. Only College 4+ Yrs. Only College 4+ Yrs. 

    
  

  
  

  Northern IL 

Region 27.8 20.2 23.3 25.4 21.6 28.7 25.9 27.5 31.9 

          

Illinois 30.1 19.5 21.1 27.8 21.6 30.3 28.2 28.2 29.3 

Chicago 

Metro 26.5 20.0 24.5 24.1 21.0 30.2 24.5 27.0 33.6 

          Source:  US Census Bureau 1990, 2000; Easy Analytic Software, 2010 
      



Figure 5   Change in Illinois Private Sector Jobs By Top 10 Industries

Average % Share of All Annual Average
Quarterly Non-Governmental % Change in Monthly

 Employment Employment Employment Earnings

All Sectors 4,739,404 100% -6.5 $4,119

Food Services and Drinking Places 376,636 7.9 -1.6 $1,385

Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 348,063 7.3 -7.4 $6,654

Administrative and Support Services 316,435 6.7 -13.4 $2,844

Hospitals 242,831 5.1 1.0 $4,299

Ambulatory Health Care Services 211,887 4.5 2.7 $4,736

Merchant Wholesalers, Durable Goods 150,353 3.2 -10.6 $5,248

Specialty Trade Contractors 138,751 2.9 -19.6 $4,793

Credit Intermediation and Related Activities 137,841 2.9 -4.9 $5,412

General Merchandise Stores 137,043 2.9 -3.4 $1,866

Nursing and Residential Care Facilities 130,536 2.8 0.4 $2,183

Source:  US Census Bureau, Local Employment Dynamics

http://lmi.ides.state.il.us/LED/industry_focus/default.htm

Q1 2009 through Q4 2009



Figure 6     Per Capita Income, 1990, 2000, and 2010 (estimated), Current Dollars

Annualized
1990 2000 2010 % Change

2000-2010
Northern Illinois $19,226 $29,237 $37,898 2.6%

Illinois 20,824 32,185 44,731 3.3%

Chicago Metro 23,635 36,724 47,444 2.6%

Source:  Woods & Poole 2010

Source:  Woods & Poole, 2010
Note:  Historical data include recent Bureau of Economic Analysis revisions to total personal income and its sources.



Figure 7   Agriculture Characteristics  of Illinois

Northern 
Illinois Illinois

Northern 
Illinois Illinois

Number of Farms 16,233 73,027 17,853 76,860
Average Size of Farms 332 374 295 348
  Share of Farms of 1-9 Acres 6.8 4.8 16.1 11.2
Average Per Farm Market Value of
  Agricultural Products Sold (Current $'s) $131,185 $105,115 $204,252 $173,421

Share of Farms with High Speed Internet Access NA NA 38.3 35.1

*Number of Centennial Farms in 2010 - 8,852

  Earliest Farmstead  -  1750

Sources: U.S.D.A., National Agricultural Statistics Center, 

               2002, 2007 Census of Agriculture

               *http://www.agr.state.il.us/marketing/centfarms/

2002 2007



Agriculture in Northern Illinois 

As in the rest of the state, farming in northern Illinois’ 22 counties – yes, all of them, including Cook County – is 

concentrated in relatively large farms producing corn, soybeans and hogs.  Illinois is the center of US corn and 

soybean production, and several northern counties rank in the top 10 in the state for yields and or total 

production in both corn and soybeans each year.  This is usually because these are some of Illinois’ largest 

counties in terms of area.  Between the 2002 and 2007 Censuses of Agriculture, though, there has been a striking 

trend toward smaller farms of less than 9 acres, where perhaps Illinois farmers are raising fruits and vegetables to 

supply local markets and growing urban demand for local foods.  Their share increased from 6% to 16% in 

northern Illinois, and there are an ever-increasing number of farmers’ markets available in these counties.  There 

was an actual increase in the number of farms and the share of areas devoted to farming.  Agritourism is also 

playing a role in the vitality of agriculture in our state. 

Although only about 2 percent of workers are involved in farming, nearly one-quarter of Illinois manufacturing 

employees work in food and fiber industries, using the products of the farms.  Nearly 25% of Illinois’ exports 

come from the agriculture sector, and Illinois produces more ethanol than any other state.  These same trends 

hold true for northern Illinois.  Farming is big business to us 



United States Department of Agriculture

National Agricultural Statistics Service

Research and Development Division

Spatial Analysis Research Section



Figure 9   Regional Housing Statistics 2010

Total 

Housing 

Units

Owner 

Occupied 

Units

Vacant 

Units

Median 

Value

Median 

Rent

Median 

Sale Price   

Q1 2010

Foreclosures per 

Number of 

Households 2009

Chicago Metro 3,176,750 2,020,391 3.7% $251,423 $1,043 $192,887 1 per 19 households

Northern Illinois 3,669,813 2,369,995 3.8% $178,757 $820 $134,208 1 per 19 households

Illinois 5,106,532 3,363,549 4.3% $192,867 $947 $135,000 1 per 15 households

Source: Easy Analytic Data, 2010; 

Illinois Association of Realtors - http://www.illinoisrealtor.org/files/2010marketstats/SF%201Q2010.pdf

www.foreclosures.com

http://www.foreclosures.com/
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